The history of these three outbreaks illustrates the difficulty of solving the question whether cholera is ever generated de novo. In the first instance there was no ground for suspecting importation, but there is want of certainty that the disease was true cholera. In the other two instances probability of importation, though slight, cannot be altogether excluded, but inasmuch as they were isolated outbreaks, or first outbreaks after long intervals of freedom from epidemic prevalence, the probability is great that the conditions under which they occurred are those under which cholera is generated if it ever is generated de novo. The conditions present in all the three outbreaks above described were intense heat and great dryness of atmosphere, and water used for drinking in which organic impurities were highly We estimate our knowledge of disease too highly, and though few are willing to own it, medical science Is really still in its infancy.
